
An Introduction to
WGA Payroll

01



Instructor: Laura Fearon








What is the
WGA?

The Writers Guild of America, East (WGAE), headquartered in New York City.
The Writers Guild of America West (WGAW), headquartered in Los Angeles.

The Writers Guild of America is the joint efforts of two different US labor unions
representing TV and film writers. 








They negotiate the WGA Basic Agreement together.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Writers_Guild_of_America,_East
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Writers_Guild_of_America_West
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles


WGA BASIC AGREEMENT

wga.org
Includes all of the contracts and MOAs

Includes up to date rate cards 

Most projects will fall under the    
WGA basic agreement. 

The WGA low budget agreement only
applies to projects less than 1.2 million 
(not the same as IATSE or SAG or DGA)



Sourcing 
Contract 
Provisions

Daunting to confident:
Techniques to become
familiar with such an
immense agreement



COMMON TYPES OF PAYMENTS

Staff Writers can be employed on a
week to week basis or on a term basis

(guaranteeing a specific number of
weeks of employment)

WEEK TO WEEK
TERM EMPLOYMENT

Payments for dual role positions such
as Writer-Producer are divided

between a WGA portion (subject 
to PHW) for writing services and a

nonunion portion for producing.

"ADDITIONAL CAPACITIES"



COMMON TYPES OF PAYMENTS

Payments specifically for writing part
or all of a screenplay. These payments

can be made to any professional
writer (not just a staff writer). 




SCRIPT PAYMENTS CHARACTER PAYMENTS

Payments for the reuse of a character
from one series or episode that
becomes a central character in

another series or episode.



Timecards
& Payment 
Schedules



Thank you for your time!

ANY QUESTIONS?


